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Aims and Objectives: 

To introduce students to some of the key concepts and areas of study in the pragmatics of communication. By the end of the module they should: 

(1) have gained an understanding of why communication in any language, whether between two persons, or between a person and a machine, requires more than knowledge of grammar rules and word meaning in order to produce appropriate utterances in context; 

(2) be acquainted with some of the main pragmatic mechanisms which underlie communication;

(3) understand why issues in pragmatics account for some of the most difficult problems in communication; 

(4) have gained a critical introduction to the vast literature on human information exchange and 

(5) be able to discriminate the political and social implications of performative speech. 

Teaching mode:  The lectures are alternated with presentation sessions for students and classroom exercises. The module also includes a viewing week.

Assessment: Students will write an essay of 3000 words on a particular selected subject (50%) and give a presentation on a different selected subject (50%). The presentation will be accompanied by appropriate supporting documentation (2 pages of A4).

Coursework 100%
Preparatory Readings: 
John L. Austin “A Plea for Excuses”, In: Philosophical Papers, Oxford University Press, 1961. 
John L. Austin How To Do Things with Words Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1962.

J. Baudrillard Simulations. Foss et al. (trans), New York, 1983.
R. Braidotti  Between Monsters, Goddesses and Cyborgs: Feminist Confrontations With Science, Medicine and Cyberspace London, Zed Books, 1996.
Judith Butler Excitable Speech: A Politics of the Performative  London, Routledge, 1997.

John L. Casti. The Cambridge Quintet Addison Wesley, 1998.

Herbert H. Clark Arenas of Language Use Stanford, CSLI Publications, and Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1992.

Herbert H. Clark Using Language Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1996.

Arthur C. Clarke 2001: A Space Odyssey London, Hutchinson/Star, 1968.

Paul Cobley (ed.)  The Communication Theory Reader London, Routledge 1996: Part IV -  “Performatives and Constatives” J. L. Austin & “What is a Speech Act?” John Searle.

Steven Davis (ed.) Pragmatics: A Reader Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1991.

Donald Freeman (ed.) Essays in modern stylistics London, Methuen,  1981
GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies Vol.3 Nos. 2 & 3, Gordon and Breach Publishers, 1997.

A.C. Grayling (2001) Wittgenstein: a very short introduction Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2001.

H. P. Grice Studies in the Way of Words Boston, Harvard University Press, 1989.

Peter Grundy Doing Pragmatics London, Edward Arnold, 1995.

Chris Hables Gray The Cyborg Handbook London and NY, Routledge, 1995. 

Judith Halberstam, Judith "Automating Gender:  Postmodern Feminism in the Age of the Intelligent Machine." Feminist Studies 17. No. 3. 1991.
Brian Harrison (1990) An introduction to the philosophy of language London: Macmillan, 1990. [esp. chs. 12, 13, 14]
N. Katherine Hayles How We Became Posthuman: Virtual Bodies in Cybernetics, Literature, and Informatics London and Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1999.

Eduard Hovy Pragmatics and Natural Language Generation In: Artificial Intelligence 43 (1990), 153-197

S. Levinson Pragmatics Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1983.

Armand Mattelart & Michèle Mattelart Theories of Communication: A Short Introduction London, Sage, 1998.

Jacob L. Mey Concise Encyclopedia of Pragmatics Pergamon Press, 1998.

Toni Morrison  (ed.) Race-ing Justice, Engendering Power London, Chatto & Windus, 1993.
David Pears (1971) Wittgenstein Glasgow,  Fontana/Collins, 1971.
Sean Sheehan (2001) Wittgenstein: a beginner’s guide London, Hodder and Stoughton, 2001.

John R. Searle Speech Acts Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1969.

John. R Searle ‘’What is a speech Act?’’ In: The Philosophy of Language, Oxford University Press, 1971.

A.R. Stone The War of Desire and Technology at the Close of the Mechanical Age Cambridge, MIT Press, 1996.

David G. Stork Hal’s Legacy: 2001’s Computer as Dream and Reality Cambridge Mass., MIT Press, 1997.

J. Terry and M. Calvert (eds) Processed Lives: Gender Technology and Everyday Life London, New York, Routledge, 1997.
S. L. Tsohatzidis (ed.) Foundations of Speech Act Theory London, Routledge, 1994.

Ken Turner (ed.) The Semantics/Pragmatics Interface from Different Points of View (CRiSPI 1), Oxford & 

Amsterdam, Elsevier Science, 1999. 

Norbert Wiener The Human Use of Human Beings: Cybernetics and Society New York, Double Day, 1954.

Ludwig Wittgenstein, trans D.F.Pears and B.F.M. McGuiness (1974) Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus London, Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1974.

Ludwig Wittgenstein, trans. G.E.M. Anscombe (1978) Philosophical Investigations 3rd ed. Oxford, Blackwell, 1978. [esp. Sections 38 - 99]
George Yule Pragmatics (Oxford Introductions to Language Study) Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1996
Syllabus

Week 1: What is Pragmatics? (PP)

The purpose of this session is to provide an overview of what the scope of (linguistic) pragmatics is. We will look at several definitions of the notion pragmatics and also examine its historical origins.

Core Readings:  

· Chapter 1 of S. Levinson Pragmatics Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1983.

Further Readings: 

· George Yule Pragmatics Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1996

· Part I of Herbert H. Clark Using Language Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1996.

· Introduction of Steven Davis (ed.) Pragmatics: A Reader Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1991.

· Introduction of Peter Grundy Doing Pragmatics London, Edward Arnold, 1995.

· Pages 707 – 738 of Jacob L. Mey Concise Encyclopedia of Pragmatics Pergamon Press, 1998.

Week 2: Speech Act Theory i (KvD)
Introduction to the basic notions of Speech Act Theory such as locutionary, illocutionary and perlocutionary act, felicity condition and performatives versus constatives.

Core Readings:

· John. R Searle ‘’What is a speech Act?’’ In: The Philosophy of Language, Oxford University Press, 1971.

· Chapter 5 of S. Levinson Pragmatics Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1983.

Further Readings: 

· John L. Austin How To Do Things with Words Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1962.

· John L. Austin “A Plea for Excuses”, In: Philosophical Papers, Oxford University Press, 1961.

· John R. Searle Speech Acts Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1969.

Week 3: Wittgenstein’s Language Games (DH)

An overview of Wittgenstein’s early and later accounts of language. Firstly in the Tractatus language is presented as able to logically mirror the way things are in the world. In the Philosophical Investigations language is described as a tool; language operates within a public, social community, a community that has rules for the use of words.

Core Readings: 

· Sean Sheehan (2001) Wittgenstein: a beginner’s guide London, Hodder and Stoughton, 2001.

· Ludwig Wittgenstein, trans. G.E.M. Anscombe (1978) Philosophical Investigations 3rd ed. Oxford, Blackwell, 1978. [esp. Sections 38 - 99]

Further Readings: 

· A.C. Grayling (2001) Wittgenstein: a very short introduction Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2001.

· David Pears (1971) Wittgenstein Glasgow,  Fontana/Collins, 1971.

· Ludwig Wittgenstein, trans D.F.Pears and B.F.M. McGuiness (1974) Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus London, Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1974.

· Brian Harrison (1990) An introduction to the philosophy of language London: Macmillan, 1990. [esp. chs. 12, 13, 14]
Week 4: Speech Act Theory ii (KvD)

A critical examination of Speech Act Theory. 

Core Readings:

· John. R Searle ‘’What is a speech Act?’’ In: The Philosophy of Language, Oxford University Press, 1971.

· Chapter 5 of S. Levinson Pragmatics Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1983.

Further Readings: 

· John L. Austin How To Do Things with Words Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1962.

· John L. Austin “A Plea for Excuses”, In: Philosophical Papers, Oxford University Press, 1961.

· John R. Searle Speech Acts Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1969.

Week 5: Habermas’ Theory of Communicative Action (DH)

This session will examine Habermas’ claim to have established a new paradigm for critical social theory through the development of a Theory of Communicative Action (TCA). The essence of TCA can be summarised in the following propositions: (1) ‘the human species maintains itself through socially coordinated activities of its members’; (2) this  coordination has to be established through communication aimed at reaching agreement; (3) ‘ the reproduction of the species also requires satisfying conditions of a rationality that is inherent in communicative action. ‘ Habermas’ TCA will be compared and contrasted with Austin’s idea of ‘performatory utterances’.

Core Readings: 

· John L. Austin (1962) How To Do Things with Words Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1962.

· J. Habermas (1999) The Theory of Communicative Action Vol. 1 Cambridge, Polity.

· J. Habermas (1989) The Theory of Communicative Action Vol. 2 Cambridge, Polity.

Further Readings:

· R. Coles (1995) “Identity and difference in the ethical positions of Adorno and Habermas”. In: S.K. White (ed.) The Cambridge Companion to Habermas Cambridge,  Cambridge University Press, pp. 19-45 

· M. Finlay (1987) Powermatics: a discursive critique of new communications technology London, Routledge, pp. 277-283.

· J. Habermas (1993) Moral consciousness and communicative action Cambridge, MA, The MIT Press.

· N. Pleasants (1999) Wittgenstein and the idea of a critical social theory London, Routledge [Chapter 8].

Week 6: Gricean Pragmatics: Communication and Cooperation (PP)

In this session we introduce the basic notions of Gricean Pragmatics such as the Cooperative Principle, the maxims of conversation and the notion of implicature. 

Core Readings: 

· Chapter 2 (Logic and Conversation) of H. P. Grice Studies in the Way of Words Boston, Harvard University Press, 1989. (appeared also as chapter 19 of Steven Davis (ed.) Pragmatics: A Reader Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1991.)

Further Readings: 

· Chapter 3 of S. Levinson Pragmatics Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1983.

· Pages 176-179, 371-373 and 1073-1074 of Jacob L. Mey Concise Encyclopedia of Pragmatics Pergamon Press, 1998.

Week 7: Further Issues in Gricean Pragmatics (PP)

In this session critiques of and extensions to Gricean Pragmatics will be discussed. In particular, we will examine the role of the controversial notion of literal meaning in Gricean Pragmatics.

Core Readings: 
· Chapter 5 of Herbert H. Clark Using Language Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1996.

· Chapter 16 (literary cooperation and implicature) of Donald Freeman (ed.) Essays in modern stylistics London, Methuen,  1981 
Further readings: 

· Part V of Steven Davis (ed.) Pragmatics: A Reader Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1991.

· Herbert H. Clark Arenas of Language Use Stanford, CSLI Publications, and Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1992.

Week 8: Viewing Week – 2001: A Space Odyssey (video)

Week 9: Person – Machine Communication I (PP & KvD)

On the basis of Arthur C. Clarke’s fictional talking computer Hal, we examine what makes it difficult for computers to use our language. The role of knowledge, context, ambiguity and emotion in (human) natural language processing will be discussed. 

Core Readings: 

· Arthur C. Clarke 2001: A Space Odyssey London, Hutchinson/Star, 1968.

· David G. Stork Hal’s Legacy: 2001’s Computer as Dream and Reality Cambridge Mass., MIT Press, 1997.

Further Readings: 

· John L. Casti. The Cambridge Quintet Addison Wesley, 1998.

Week 10: Person – Machine Communication II (PP & KvD)

Following up on the discussion in the preceding session, we will address the question ‘how good can computers get at using our language?’. We will discuss different trends in the field of natural language processing (e.g., formal models versus statistical processing/ user initiative versus system initiative) and demonstrate some state-of-the-art natural generation technology which has been developed at the Information Technology Research Institute of the University of Brighton.

Core Readings: 

· David G. Stork Hal’s Legacy: 2001’s Computer as Dream and Reality Cambridge Mass., MIT Press, 1997.

· Eduard Hovy Pragmatics and Natural Language Generation In: Artificial Intelligence 43 (1990), 153-197
Further Readings:

· http://www.itri.bton.ac.uk/projects/euromap/
· http://www.lt-world.org/ns_index.html
· http://www.ai.univie.ac.at/NECA/
Week 11 Judith Butler and Performative Speech I (IK)

The next two seminars will concentrate on the work of feminist philosopher Judith Butler in relation to the social and political implications of performative speech.  Butler chooses to discuss several case studies of speech that potentially causes harm: pornography, cross-burning, and the “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy of gays in the military. She raises the legal, moral, and ethical implications of restricting speech, and analyses the politics of performativity.

Core Readings:

· Judith Butler Excitable Speech: A Politics of the Performative  London, Routledge, 1997: pp. 1-71, & “Sovereign Performatives” 71-102.

Further Readings:

· Wendy Brown “The Mirror of Pornography” in States of Injury Princeton University Press, 1995:77-95.

· Claudia Brodsky Lacour “Doing Things With Words: “Racism as Speech Act and the Undoing of Justice” in Toni Morrison  (ed.) Race-ing Justice, Engendering Power London, Chatto & Windus, 1993:127-158.
Week 12: Judith Butler and Performative Speech II (IK)
Core Readings:

· Judith Butler Excitable Speech: A Politics of the Performative  London, Routledge, 1997: pp. 72-164.

· Janet Halley “The Status/Conduct Distinction” & Judith Butler “Status, Conduct, Word and Deed: A Response to Janet Halley” in GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies Vol.3 Nos. 2 & 3, Gordon and Breach Publishers, 1997:159-260.

Week 13: Summary & Conclusion (KvD & PP)

In this session, we will present an overview of the issues which have been addressed in the preceding lectures and try to arrive some conclusions. In particular, we will return to the question which was also central to the first lecture of the course, i.e., ‘What is pragmatics?’.  
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